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There was a monetary
crisis in England in the

17th century that began
much earlier with the
minting of coins that
could be clipped of some
of their value. It is
described as follows by
the Scottish preacher and
college professor
Alexander Whyte (1836-
1921):

"Toward the end of the
thirteenth century Edward
the First, the English
Justinian, brought a select
colony of artists from Italy
to England and gave them
a commission to execute
their best coinage for the
English Mint.

“Deft and skilful as those
artists were, the work they turned out was but rude and clumsy compared with
some of the gold and silver and copper coins of our day. The Florentine artists
took a sheet of gold or of silver and divided the sheet up with great scissors, and
then they hammered the cut-out pieces as only a Florentine hammerman could
hammer them.

“But, working with such tools, and working on such methods, those goldsmiths
and silversmiths, with all their art, found it impossible to give an absolutely equal
weight and worth to every piece of money that they turned out. For one thing,
their cut and hammered coins had no carved rims round their edges as all our gold
and silver and even copper coinage now has. And, accordingly, the clever rogues
of that day soon discovered that it was far easier for them to take up a pair of
shears and to clip a sliver of silver off the rough rim of a shilling, or a shaving of
gold off a sovereign, than it was to take of their coats and work a hard day's work.
Till to clip the coin of the realm soon became one of the easiest and most
profitable kinds of crime.
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“In the time of Elizabeth a great improvement was made
in the way of coining the public money; but it was soon
found that this had only made matters worse. For now,
side by side with a pure and unimpaired and full-valued
currency, and mingled up everywhere with it, there was
the old, clipped, debased, and far too light gold and silver
money; till troubles arose in connection with the coinage
and circulation of the country that can only be told by
Macaulay's extraordinarily graphic pen.

“'It may well be doubted,' Macaulay says, in the twenty-
first chapter of his History of England, 'whether all the
misery which has been inflicted on the English nation in a
quarter of a century by bad Kings, bad Ministers, bad
Parliaments, and bad Judges was equal to the misery
caused in a single year by bad crowns and bad shillings. ...
when the great instrument of exchange became
thoroughly deranged all trade and all industry were
smitten as with a palsy. Nothing could be purchased
without a dispute. Over every counter there was
wrangling from morning to night. The employer and his
workmen had a quarrel as regularly as Saturday night
came round. On a fair day or a market day the clamours,
the disputes, the reproaches, the taunts, the curses, were
incessant. No merchant would contract to deliver goods
without making some stipulation about the quality of the
coin in which he was to be paid. The price of the
necessaries of life, of shoes, of ale, of oatmeal, rose fast.
The bit of metal called a shilling the labourer found would
not go so far as sixpence. ... Meanwhile, at every session
of the Old Bailey the most terrible example of coiners and
clippers was made. Hurdles, with four, five, six wretches
convicted of counterfeiting or mutilating the money of
the realm, were dragged month after month up Holborn
Hill'" (Alexander Whyte, "Bunyan Characters Third Series:
The Holy War: Clip-Promise").

“In his book The Holy War, John Bunyan made spiritual
application of England's clip coin problem. He invented a
"notorious villain" named "clip-promise," who weakened
and debased God's promises. Satan, of course, is the chief
clip-promise and he has many servants occupied with this
work throughout the world. Even the true believer can be
an unwitting participant in this evil work by his attitude
toward and neglect of God's promises. Yea, I can clip the
promises of God in my own life by unbelief and
disobedience.

"The grace of God is like a bullion mass of purest gold.
Moses and David and Isaiah and Hosea and Paul and
Peter and John are the inspired artists who have
commissioned to take that bullion and out of it to cut and
beat and smelt and shape and stamp and superscribe the
promises and then to issue the promises as currency in
the market of salvation. It is these royal coins, imaged

and superscribed in the Royal likeness, that Clip-Promise
so mutilated, debased and abused" (Alexander Whyte).
Consider some promises of God that are often clipped:

T�� P������ �� ��� M������ (Isaiah 9:6-7) "The very
house of Israel herself, the very Mint-house, Tower Hill,
and Lombard Street of Israel herself, was full of false
coiners and clippers of the promises; as full as ever
England was at her very worst. Israel clipped her
Messianic promises and lived upon the clippings instead
of upon the coin. Her coming Christ, and His salvation
already begun, were the true spiritual currency of Old
Testament times; while round that central Image of her
great promise there ran an outside rim of lesser promises
that all took their true and their only value from Him
whose image and superscription stood within. But those
besotted and infatuated men of Israel, instead of entering
into and living by the great spiritual promises given to
them in their Messiah, made lands, and houses, and
meat, and drink, all the Messiah they cared for" (Whyte).

T�� P������ �� ��������� ������� J���� ����� (John
14:6) This promise is clipped in a thousand ways. It is
clipped whenever it is stated or even hinted that
salvation can be found through anything or anyone other
than Jesus Christ. It is even clipped by "evangelicals"
today who say that they don't know and can't be sure of
the destiny of those who do not trust Christ personally in
this life.

T�� P������ �� ��������� ������� ����� �����
(Romans 11:6) This promise is clipped by baptismal
regenerationists and sacramentalists and by anyone who
adds any form of works to grace for salvation.

T�� P������ �� ��� B����'� ���������� ����������� (2
Timothy 3:16-17) This promise is clipped by anyone who
claims or hints that the Bible is anything less than the
divinely inspired Word of God in whole and in part.

T�� P������ �� ��� �������� �� G��'� W��� (Psa.
119:11, 105) These promises are clipped not only by
those who attack God's Word to weaken it, but also by
those who neglect God's Word, for its efficacy is only in
the using of it.

T�� P������ �� �������� ������ (James 5:16) This
promise is clipped not only by those who question God's
faithfulness in answering prayer but also by those who
neglect private and corporate prayer. To neglect prayer
debases the promise of God in my own life as well as in
the lives of those who are influenced by my habits.

T�� P������ �� G��'� ������ (Mat. 6:331 Timothy 6:6-
10; Hebrews 13:5-6) These promises are clipped by those
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who fail to put God first in their lives. It is clipped by
those who neglect God's house for business or sports. It is
clipped by those who pursue the wealth of this world
rather than eternal wealth, by those who fall for "get rich
quick" schemes, by those who borrow and put
themselves into bondage to man so that they neglect
their duties to God.

T�� P������ �� G��'� ���� (Philippians 4:6; 1 Peter 5:7)
This promise is clipped by those who fret instead of trust,
who seek help from man rather than God, who become
desperate and foolish in their actions.

T�� P������ ���������� �� ������ (Mal. 3:16) This
promise is clipped by those who find an excuse not to
give to support the house of God and the work of God.

T�� P������ �� ��� ����� �� G�� (Eph. 6:13) This
promise is clipped by those who fail to put on God's
armor and to stand against the devil.

T�� P������ �� C�����'� �������� ������ (Mat. 24:44)
This promise is clipped by those who have spiritualized

the prophecies and by those who mock the pre-trib
Rapture doctrine and by those who are "building the
kingdom now" rather than preaching the gospel and
watching for Christ's return.

"After this, my Lord apprehended Clip-Promise. Now,
because he was a notorious villain, for by his doings much
of the king's coin was abused, therefore he was made a
public example. He was arraigned and judged to be set
first in the pillory, then to be whipped by all the children
and servants in Mansoul, and then to be hanged till he
was dead.

“Some may wonder at the severity of this man's
punishment, but those that are honest traders in
Mansoul they are sensible of the great abuse that one
clipper of promises in little time may do in the town of
Mansoul; and, truly, my judgment is that all those of his
name and life should be served out even as he" (John
Bunyan The Holy War).

(Back to Table of Contents)

 I'�� P����� M� T���������! – Don Boys, Ph.D.

T�� G�������� S����: C����� C������ ���
C�����������!

(This brother has put his finger on the problem. - Ed.)

Winston Churchill wrote in The Gathering Storm, the first
of his six volume set dealing with World War II, of the
dark, foreboding storm clouds that began gathering over
Europe following the end of World War I and the
Versailles Treaty that was supposed to protect Europe
against Germany’s future rearming to again threaten
Europe. The free world’s failure to oppose Hitler and hold
him to the treaty resulted in the world’s biggest
bloodbath with the killing of about 80 million people!

Because of the failure of America’s Christians to impact
the culture and impress upon the Supreme Court a sense
of decency and law, we are about to see the equivalent of
a world war: the clash between the nation and the
churches. When the nation and faith have been in
conflict, American Christians have often modified their
faith rather than confront the authorities. This is not the
time to modify anything. It is a time for courage,
commitment, and confrontation.
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Recently the U.S. Supreme Court declared, contrary to thousands of years of
almost unanimous belief, that same-sex “marriage” was constitutional. Well, if
everyone agrees that it is constitutional, it is a convoluted, controversial
confrontation with a holy God who spoke authoritatively long ago. Moreover, all
dedicated Christians who are more concerned about offending a sovereign God
than offending pathetic pompous politicians and judges will disobey that
illogical, illegitimate, and illegal ruling.

Here is one citizen who, on the first day it becomes illegal to preach that
homosexuality is an abomination or that Islam is a politically protected religion,
will preach on the steps of the U.S. Supreme Court (or declare on a national
television talk show) that the U.S. has overstepped its bounds and is a rogue
government. Resistance may mean persecution, prosecution, and prison so I’ll
have my toothbrush with me since I may be dragged off to jail. Maybe Christians
should “fill the jails” in civil disobedience as they are obedient to the Bible.

Preachers and church leaders have been bowing before the golden calf of tax
deduction for many years and the idolatry must stop. While no church should
ever pay a tax to a government (since a sovereign never pays taxes to another
sovereign), the personal tax deduction is not a biblical principle. Some churches
have already repudiated their 501 (c) (3) status and are continuing without
problems. Many nations don’t permit citizens to deduct gifts to their churches
when figuring taxes and that policy hasn’t harmed churches. In fact, it liberates
church leaders from bowing before the golden calf.  Let’s stop all, and I mean all,
tax deductions for all charitable (religious and secular) giving!  No Christian
should give because of a tax advantage anyway.

The Chinese philosopher Confucius (551-479 B.C.) and some of his disciples were
expelled from one state and traveled to another, and came upon a woman
weeping beside a newly dug grave. Confucius asked her why she wept, and she
told him that a tiger had killed her husband, father-in-law, and now her only son.
Confucius asked why she lived in such a dangerous place, and she replied,
“Because there is no oppressive government here.” Walking away, Confucius
told his disciples, “My children, remember that oppressive government is worse
than a tiger.” That is one time that what “Confucius say” is what I say.
Governments in Canada and the U.S. are getting more and more oppressive.

I’m not surprised at the arrogance of Canadian and American politicians and
judges, but I am surprised at their lack of shame. Proponents of such laws strut
through government buildings wearing jackboots and Canada and America are
only a goose step away from the formation of miniature Mussolinis who will try
to control all churches. Even those who reject 501(c) (3) will not be safe for long.

An old dog may not learn new tricks but a dedicated Christian can and should
learn to do right rather than wrong. It’s a matter of the will not the mind. Maybe
our failure is a result of a faulty mind and a feeble will.

No, church leaders must not always obey intrusive laws and it is time to fill the
jails in peaceful protest. Like the Disciples in Acts, we must obey God rather than
man.

http://donboys.cstnews.com/the-gathering-storm-church-control-and-
capitulation

(Back to Table of Contents)

  N������ Q����� ���
Q������� N���� -

• Evangelical repentance is
repentance of sin as sin: not of
this sin nor of that, but of the
whole mass. We repent of the
sin of our nature as well as the
sin of our practice. We bemoan
sin within us and without us.
We repent of sin itself as being
an insult to God. Anything short
of this is a mere surface
repentance, and not a
repentance which reaches to
the bottom of the mischief.
Repentance of the evil act, and
not of the evil heart, is like men
pumping water out of a leaky
vessel, but forgetting to stop
the leak. Some would dam up
the stream, but leave the
fountain still flowing; they
would remove the eruption
from the skin, but leave the
disease in the flesh.   Charles
Haddon Spurgeon

• Repentance is a school from
which we should never
graduate.  Pete Scazzero

• Coals of fire cannot by
concealed beneath the most
sumptuous apparel. They will
betray themselves as smoke
and flames. Neither can pet sins
be long hidden beneath the
most ostentatious profession of
faith. They will sooner or later
discover themselves and burn
sad holes in the person's
reputation. Sin needs the
quenching of the Saviour's
blood, not concealed in our
secret closets.  Charles Haddon
Spurgeon

• Knowledge without
repentance will be but a torch
to light men to hell.  Thomas
Watson

(Back to Table of Contents)
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The Church and the World walked far apart on the changing shore of time;
The World was singing a giddy song, the Church a hymn sublime.

“Come give me your hand,” cried the merry World, “and walk with me this way”;
But the good Church hid her snowy hand and solemnly answered, “Nay.”

“I will not give you my hand at all and I will not walk with you,
For your way is the way of eternal death, and your words are all untrue.”

“Nay, walk with me but a little space,” said the World with a kindly air.
“The road that I walk is a pleasant road and the sun shines always there;

Your way is narrow and thorny and rough, while mine is flowery and smooth.
Your lot is sad with reproach and toil, but in circles of joy I move.
This way as you see is broad, fair one; my gate is high and wide;
There is room enough for you and for me to travel side by side.”

Half shyly the Church approached the World, and gave him her hand of snow;
The false World grasped it and walked along, saying in accents low,

“Your dress is too simple to suit my taste. I have gold and pearls to wear,
Rich velvets and silks for your graceful form, and diamonds to deck your hair.”

The Church looked down at her plain white robes, and then at the dazzling World
And blushed as she saw his handsome lip with a smile contemptuous curled.

“I will change my dress for a costlier one,” said the Church with a kindly grace.
Then her pure white garments drifted away and the World gave in their place,

Satins and silks and sealskins rare and roses and gems and pearls,
And over her forehead fell her lovely hair crisped in a thousand curls.

“Your house is too plain,” said the World with a sneer, “I will give you one like mine,
with kitchen for feasting, and parlour for play, and furniture ever so fine.”

So he built her a costly and beautiful home, splendid it was to behold.
Her sons and her daughters met frequently there, shining in purple and gold.

Fair and festival and frolics untold were held in the place of prayer.
The maidens bewitched as sirens of old, with worldly graces rare,
Invented the very cunning tricks, untrammelled by gospel or laws,

To beguile and amuse and win from the World some help for the righteous cause.

The angel of mercy flew over the Church and whispered, “I know thy sin.”
Then the Church looked sad, and anxiously longed to gather the children in,
But some were off to the midnight ball, and some at the euchre and play;
And some were drinking in bright saloons as she quietly went her way.

Then the sly old World gallantly said to her, “Your children mean no harm.
They’re merely indulging in innocent sport.” So she leaned on his proffered arm.

She smiled and chattered and gathered flowers as she walked along with the World,
While millions and millions of precious souls to the horrible pit were hurled.
“Your preachers are too old and plain,” said the merry World with a sneer,
“They frighten my children with dreadful tales, which I do not like to hear.
They talk of judgement, a coming Lord, and the horrors of endless night;

They warn of a place that should not be mentioned to ears that are polite,
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I will send you some of a better stamp. Brilliant and jolly and fast,
Who will show how men may live as they like and go to heaven at last

The Father is merciful, great and good, loving and gentle and kind,
Do you think He would take one child to Heaven and leave another behind?

Go train your teachers up to the times, adopt the stylish way,
We all want entertainment fine, and only that will pay.”

So she called for pleasing, charismatic divines, gifted and great and learned,
And the plain old men who preached the cross were out of her pulpits turned.
Then mammon came in and supported the Church renting a prominent pew,

And preaching and singing and worldly display proclaimed a period new.
“You give too much to the poor,” said the World, “far more than you ought to do.

Though the poor need shelter, food and clothes, why need it trouble you?

Afar to the heathen in foreign lands your thoughts need never roam
The Father of mercies will care for them: let charity begin at home.

Go take your money and buy rich robes and houses and motor cars fine,
And pearls and dainty food and dearest and costliest wine.

My children they dote on all such things and if you their love would win
You must do as they do and walk in the ways that they are walking in.”

Then the Church her purse strings tightly held, gracefully lowered her head
And simpered, “I’ve given too much away. I will do sir, as you have said.”

So the poor were turned from her door in scorn and she heard not the orphan’s cry.
And she drew her beautiful robes aside as the widows went weeping by.
Her mission treasurers begged and pled and Jesus commanded in vain,
While half of the millions for whom He died had never heard His Name.

And they of the Church and they of the World walked closely hand and heart
And none but the Master who knows all things could tell the two apart.

And the Church sat down at her ease and said, “I am rich and in goods increased.
I have need of nothing and naught to do but to laugh and dance and feast.”
And the sly World heard her and he laughed within, and mockingly said aside,

“The Church has fallen, the beautiful Church, her shame is her boast and pride.”

Thus her witnessing power alas was lost, and the perilous times came in,
And the times of the end, so oft foretold of pleasure and form and sin.

Then the angel drew near to the mercy seat and whispered in sighs her name,
And the saints their anthems of rapture hushed and covered their heads in shame.

And a voice came down from the hush of heaven from Him, who sat on the throne,
“I know thy works and what thou hast said, and how thou hast not known,
That thou art poor, and naked, and blind with pride, and ruin enthralled.
The expectant bride of a heavenly groom, now the harlot of the World.

Thou has ceased to watch for that blessed hope and fallen from zeal and grace,
So now alas, I must cast you out and BLOT YOUR NAME FROM ITS PLACE.”

Author unknown.

(Back to Table of Contents)
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Because of man’s choice to follow Satan in the garden of
Eden, Paul declares in Romans 5:12, "Wherefore, as by
one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and
so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned."
Death came upon both man and creature. I have oft
mused about the original body that the first couple had in
that pristine garden before the curse was enacted by the
Father. What was it like to not age? What was it like not
to get sick?

Because man sinned, mankind’s body become something
that Paul speaks about in Philippians 3:21: "Who shall
change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto
His glorious body, according to the working whereby He is
able even to subdue all things unto Himself." As believers,
we have a glorious hope in the promise of a body that will
be fashioned or literally "come to be" as Christ’s glorious
body. But in the meantime, our bodies are called VILE.

The word VILE in our world is often thought to mean,
"loathsome, disgusting, unpleasant or objectionable." But
when the word was used back in 1611, the meaning did
not so much embrace those thoughts, but something
else. The word VILE is from the word TAPEINOSIS
(pronounced TAP-EE-NOSIS). It means "of low estate,
lowness, humiliation." In the secular world, TAPEINOSIS
speaks of the trivial power or insignificance of a city,
country, state or even a statesman. When a stronger
country invaded a weaker one, the weaker country was
said to be made TAPEINOSIS. Medically, TAPEINOSIS
spoke of a reducing, or a diminution of a limb that was
swelled. Over all, the world used the word in speaking
about that which was made small or little, that which was
humiliated or weakened.

When the word came to be used in the Scriptures, the
idea of being made of low estate or humbled was

retained. In the Septuagint (the Greek
translation of the Old Testament), in Isaiah 40:4,
it spoke of hills and mountains that were to be
made low for the triumphant way in the desert.
It is found numerous times in the Septuagint and
its variants appear throughout the New
Testament. All of them carry the thought of
being of low estate and humiliation.

In Philippians 3:21, Paul uses TAPEINOSIS to
refer to our mortal body. In light of our mortal
body, it speaks of two truths – the proximity of
death and the subjection to death by this body.
This body, because of sin, and due to the
sentence of death, is subject to the humiliation
of death. Our bodies are weak and quite literally

dishonorable. When death comes, and the spirit leaves
this body, the corpse that is left behind is the epitome of
humiliation.

While we have it and live in it, it is truly an "earthen
vessel" (2 Corinthians 4:7). It is frail and subject to all
manner of disease, injury, and ultimately, death. Yet, in
this earthen vessel, we carry that treasure of a born again
spirit that longs to be clothed upon with a new, perfect,
and immortal body. That body has been promised to we
who belong to the Lord because of our Lord’s resurrection
from the dead, and the glorious Body that is His. We will
have literally a "joint-form" with Christ. The same power
that raised Him from the dead, will raise us and change
our TAPEINOSIS bodies into one that is glorious like His!

How we long for that day to come, beloved, and we pray
as did John, "Even so, come, Lord Jesus." I am ready. Are
you?

(Back to Table of Contents)

T�� W���� G�� C���� T� U�� -

D����� T��� S�� -

Good intentions 
are like babies 
crying in 
church. They 
oughta be carried out 
immediately.

(Back to Table of Contents)
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The human red blood cell (erythrocyte) is perfectly
designed to carry oxygen throughout the body. Even
evolutionary writings use terms such as “highly
specialized” and “nature’s design” to describe these
amazing things.

The blood cells flow in plasma through the body’s
breathtakingly complex circulatory system, which is used
to maintain the body’s temperature, regulate the body’s
pH balance, provide communication, transport oxygen,
nutrients, hormones, clotting agents, and immune
defense mechanisms such as antibodies, white blood
cells, and platelets, and remove waste. Blood flows
everywhere in the body, from the roots of the hair to the
toes.

The red blood cells are formed in the marrow of the ribs,
pelvis, and some other bones. They are 1/25,000 of an
inch in size. There are about 25 trillion of them in the
body, and they live only 100-120 days. They must be
replaced because they are unable to synthesize new
enzymes to replace those lost during normal cell
metabolic process due to their lack of organelles. The
body replaces the blood cells at the rate of about 2.5
million per second, but that rate can be increased if the
body needs more blood cells due to heavy bleeding or a
reduction in oxygen content of the air at high altitude.

The main function of the red blood cell is to carry oxygen
throughout the human body, and it is perfectly designed
for this. First of all, its shape, which is biconcave and looks
similar to a donut, allows more surface area to facilitate
absorption and diffusion of oxygen. The shape of the red
blood cell also allows it to contort through minute blood
capillaries that are smaller in diameter than itself, and it
can spring back to its original shape. Further, it can carry
more hemoglobin molecules because it loses its nucleus,

and its internal organelles (cell organs) are
degraded soon after it is made, and it thus has
more storage capacity than other types of cells in
the body. Each red blood cell carries about 300
million hemoglobin molecules.

The hemoglobin (or haemoglobin) molecule that
is carried within the red blood cell (and that gives
the bright red color) is a miracle of design in its
own right. It is an iron-containing protein that
allows oxygen to be picked up from the lungs and
carried through the fluid of the circulatory
system. The hemoglobin molecule has a single
atom of iron at its center, and in the lungs this
iron atom combines with oxygen to create a
compound called oxyhemoglobin. Oxygen by itself

is not very soluble in water, but the hemoglobin molecule
binds four oxygen molecules to itself, “consequently
hemoglobin permits human blood to carry more than 70
times the amount of oxygen that it could have carried
otherwise”

(http://help.com/post/202779-are-there-any-parts-
inside-a-red-bl).

After the hemoglobin transports its oxygen to cells in the
body, it reinvents itself as a waste disposal entity;
combining with the carbon dioxide given off by the cells
as waste it carries this back to the lungs.

The processes that take place in the blood are extremely
complicated and interrelated at the most fundamental
level. Everything from the individual atoms up must work
together in perfect harmony for the individual to survive.
And the blood is only one part of the circulatory system
that, in turn, is intimately interrelated with the other
systems of the body. Even something as simple as a
change in the shape of the red blood cell is a threat to
survival.

A system this complicated screams out “divine creation.”

Further, nearly three and a half millennia ago the Bible
said “the life of the flesh is in the blood” (Lev. 17:11). Only
in these most modern of times have we learned how
scientifically accurate that statement was!

From SEEING THE NON-EXISTENT: EVOLUTION’S MYTHS
AND HOAXES Available in print and eBook editions from
www.wayoflife.org, 866-495-4143.
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T������ F�� ��� F���� B��� -

A young kid from North Dakota moved to Florida and
went into a big "everything under one roof" department
store looking for a job.  The Manager asked, "You got any
sales experience?" The kid said, "Yeah. I was a vacuum
cleaner salesman back in North Dakota."

Well, the boss was unsure, but he liked the kid and
figured he'd give him a shot, so he gave him the job.  "You
start tomorrow. I'll come down after we close and see
how you did."

His first day on the job was rough, but he got through it.
After he locked up, the boss came down to the sales floor
and asked, "How many customers bought something from
you today?" The kid frowns and looks at the floor and
mumbles, "One."

The boss said, "Just one?!!? Our sales people average
sales to 20 to 30 customers a day.  That will have to
change, and quick, if you want to continue your
employment here. We have very strict standards for our
sales force here in Florida. One sale a day might have
been acceptable in North Dakota, but you're not on the
farm anymore, son."

The kid took his beating, and looked at his shoes, so the
boss felt kinda bad for chewing him out on his first day.
He asked (semi-sarcastically), "So, how much money was
your one sale for?"

The kid looks up at his boss and says "$101,237.65."  The
boss, astonished, says $101,237.65?!?  What in the world
did you sell?"

The kid says, "Well, first, I sold him some new fish hooks.
Then I sold him a new fishing rod to go with his hooks.
Then I asked him where he was going fishing and he said
down the on coast, so I told him he was going to need a
good boat, so we went  down to the boat department and
I sold him a nice Chris Craft with twin 300 horse power
Evinrudes. Then he said he didn't think his Honda Civic
would be able to pull it, so I took him down to the
automotive department and sold him that nice Ford F-250
4x4."

The boss said "Wait a minute!? I put you to work in the
greeting card department. How in the world did you sell
him all that stuff?"

The kid said "Well, he came in here to buy a get well card
for his girlfriend who broke her leg last night, and I said,
'Dude, your weekend's shot, you oughta go fishing.........'"

While we were working at a men's clothing store, a
customer asked my coworker to help her pick out a tie
that would make her husband's blue eyes stand out more.

"Ma'am," he explained, "any tie will make blue eyes stand
out more if you pull it tight enough."

A dad stopped to talk to his little daughter who was
making mud pies on the sidewalk.

"Jenny!" he exclaimed, "you are pretty dirty, aren't you?"

"Yes," she replied, "but I am prettier clean."

Lying on his deathbed, a loving husband was wavering
between life and death when he thought he smelled
chocolate chip cookies baking.

They were his very favourite, so he dragged himself out of
bed, crawled to the kitchen and was just reaching up to
take a cookie off the plate when his wife slapped his hand
with a spatula.

"Don't touch!" she commanded. "They're for the funeral."

(Back to Table of Contents)

P����� - ���?

(Back to Table of Contents)



Heads Up!  Habakkuk 2:1Page 10
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It is important to understand what the Christian’s
relationship is with God and also the relationship that
God has with the Jew and the Gentiles in past and future
ages. God is a Triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit and
there are specific relationships for Jews, Gentiles and the
Church. Jehovah God in the Old Testament is the Father
who sent the Son at the incarnation, and the Holy Spirit at
Pentecost.

“Hereby know we that we dwell in him, and he in us,
because he hath given us of his Spirit. And we have seen
and do testify that the FATHER SENT THE SON to be the
Savior of the world” (1John 4:13-14).

“And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another
Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever...But the
Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom THE FATHER
WILL SEND in my name, he shall teach you all things, and
bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have
said unto you (John 14:16,26).

“And, being assembled together with them, commanded
them that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but
wait for THE PROMISE OF THE FATHER, which, saith he,
ye have heard of me” (Acts1:4).

M������� ��� F����� R������������� A��
F���������� -

Let’s summarize the relationships indicated in Scripture
before we discuss what the Bible says and as we do, we
will find that marriage and family relationships are
fundamental to God’s ways with man. When God
established the institution of marriage between a man
and a woman He foreshadowed the relationship between

Himself and Israel and Christ and His Church. Jehovah God
is the husband of Israel and the Father of Israel. He is also
the Father of the sons of God from all ages. Sixteen times
Paul refers to “God our Father”. e.g. Gal.1:4; Eph.1:2;
Phil.1:2 etc.

The Lord Jesus is the uncreated, eternal, Son of God who
is the King of Israel, the King of kings to Gentile nations,
and the Bridegroom of the Church. The Church has a
unique position as the bride of Christ.

Israel, the Wife of Jehovah Israel is the wife of the Father
(Jehovah God) (Jer.2:2-3, 32; 3:1,8- 9,14,20; Ezek.16:8,15,;
Hosea 2:1,16-20; 3:1-3).

Biblical marriage begins with espousal when a man and
woman are bound to each other BEFORE they come
together. The world does it differently. They “shack up”
together and if children come along they may get
married. Men often make no preparation for their bride
and rush into a “relationship” blinded by passion, but God
intended that a man should provide for his wife so long as
they both shall live. Jesus said that He was going away to
prepare a place of many mansions in His Father’s house
for His Bride (John 14:2).

During Christ’s absence the Holy Spirit is seeking those
who will forsake sin and be engaged to Jesus Christ.

The absence of the Lord is the time of the Christian’s
espousal. The marriage takes place in heaven after the
Rapture. John was invited to see the Bride the Lamb’s
wife and when he looked he saw the New Jerusalem
descending from God out of heaven to the earth, built
upon the foundation of the Apostles and prophets. It was
the place Jesus is preparing for His Bride (Rev. 21:9-10;
Eph.2:18-20).
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God the Father prepared a place for Israel in the land of
Canaan to be an everlasting inheritance for His chosen
people. The time of trial in the wilderness was their time
of espousal and they were married to Jehovah in the land
(Isa.62:4-5).

M������� F�� I����� I������� P��������� O� T�� L���

The Palestinian Covenant just before Israel entered the
land, made it clear that their relationship with Jehovah
was linked to possession of the land. While Israel walked
with God they enjoyed the land but if they turned away
from God He would divorce them and put them away out
of the land until they repented. If, after Israel was
divorced and scattered out of the land, she repented and
turned back to Jehovah, then she would be restored to
the land.

Hosea’s message emphasizes this truth. He lived at a time
when Israel had turned to idolatry and had become a
spiritual whore. He was told to marry a wife of
whoredoms and he married Gomer who played the
harlot. Gomer was put away for her whoredoms but
eventually returned and was restored. God said: “And it
shall be at that day, saith  the LORD, that thou shalt call
me Ishi (my husband); and shalt call me no more Baali
(my lord). And I will betroth thee unto me for ever; yea, I
will betroth thee unto me in righteousness, and in
judgment, and in lovingkindness, and in mercies. I will
even betroth thee unto me in faithfulness: and thou shalt
know the LORD” (Hosea 2:16,19-20). During the
Tribulation, Israel will again be betroth to Jehovah and
then: “Thou shalt no more be termed Forsaken; neither
shall thy land any more be termed Desolate: but thou
shalt be called Hephzibah (my delight is in her), and thy
land Beulah (married): for the LORD delighteth in thee,
and thy land shall be married. For as a young man
marrieth a virgin, so shall thy sons marry thee: and as the
bridegroom rejoiceth over the bride, so shall thy God
rejoice over thee” (Isa.62:4-5).

Israel is God’s earthly people and their home is an earthly
home in the land promised to Abraham as an everlasting
possession but the Church is a heavenly people and our
home is a heavenly home.

In the eternal state Israel will occupy the land in the
renovated earth surrounding the New Jerusalem, and the
names of the twelve tribes will be inscribed on the twelve
gates of the wall around the city.

The time of espousal is a beautiful time when a young
man and woman has sealed their commitment to each
other with an engagement ring and they prepare for
marriage. It is a time of longing to be with each other,
then to enjoy unbroken fellowship with each other never
again be separated in space or time. It is also a time when
faithfulness is tested. I look back to that time when I
watched for the postman and read my fiance’s letters.
The day of our marriage could not come quick enough.

When God reminded Israel of the time of espousals He
said: “I REMEMBER THEE, the kindness of thy youth, the
love of thine espousals, when thou wentest after me in
the wilderness, in a land that was not sown. Israel was
holiness unto the LORD, and the firstfruits of his increase:
all that devour him shall offend; evil shall come upon
them, saith the LORD” (Jer.2:2-3). The land of Egypt was a
land of plenty where Israel enjoyed the “leeks and garlick”
but were in bondage to the Egyptians. When Israel turned
from Egypt’s idolatry and cried unto the Lord, God said
that was “the day when I chose Israel, and lifted up mine
hand unto the seed of the house of Jacob, and made
myself known unto them in the land of Egypt, when I
lifted up mine hand unto them, saying, I am the LORD
your God”. (Ezek.20:5).

That was the day when Israel was espoused to Jehovah.
Her love for the Lord was great for she was prepared to
leave the fertile land of rivers for a wilderness, “a land
that was not sown”. No sacrifice was too great when
Israel fell in love with her God. Israel was far from perfect
and it took forty years to get to the promised land

https://fairhavens.squarespace.com/lifting-up-the-standard/
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through many trials that tested her loyalty but eventually
Joshua led them into the land flowing with milk and
honey. Finally Israel was married to the land and to the
Lord.

T�� C�����’� D�� �� E�������� -

The Church differs from Israel and is blessed with all
“spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ” (Eph.1:3).
“For our conversation (citizenship) is in heaven; from
whence also we look for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ”
(Phil.3:20).

Our inheritance is “reserved in heaven” (1Peter 1:4) and
will come down from God out of heaven to the renovated
earth in the future eternal state. Today, in this age of
grace, the Church of Jesus Christ is espoused to her
heavenly bridegroom. Paul wrote: “For I am jealous over
you with godly jealousy: for I have espoused you to one
husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to
Christ” (2Cor.11:2).

The moment we believed we were sealed with the Holy
Spirit of promise which was the guarentee, the
engagement ring, constantly reminding us that we belong
to Christ (Eph.1:14).

Each day we long for our heavenly Bridegroom in this
period of separation. In His absence, we pour over His
letters in His Word and our hearts burn with love for Him.
“Though now we see Him not, yet believing, we rejoice
with joy unspeakable and full of glory: Receiving the end
of our faith, even the salvation of our souls” (1Peter1:8-9).
Day by day we are “looking for that blessed hope, and the
glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus
Christ” (Titus 2:13).

We live in anticipation that our beloved may come at any
time with the sound of a trumpet to call us to the
marriage in the Father’s home of many mansions. There
we shall be for ever with the Lord. The days of trial, the
days of longing, will be over and faith will give place to

sight as we shall see Him “face to face” and “be like Him,
for we shall see Him as He is”(1John 3:2).

Eternity will not dim the memory of the love of the time
of espousals. Just as God looked back to the day when He
chose Israel and said, “I remember the kindness of thy
youth and the love of thy espousals,” so we will look back
in eternity and remember the joy, the anticipation, when
we lived in constant expectation that our beloved would
appear and rapture us into His presence. We will recall
our stand against the world and its allurements, and how
we stood against the apostate false church in order to be
a faithful and chaste virgin ready to be presented to our
Bridegroom.

Marriage is at the heart of God’s dealings with man and
the marriage of a man and woman is a constant reminder
of God’s plan.

● Jehovah God is the Father and creator of Israel
(Isa.63:16; 64:8; 1Chron.29:10; Jer.3:19).

● The Lord Jesus is the King of Israel (Ps.89:18; Isa.43:15;
44:6 John 1:49; John 12:13; Mark 15:32; John 18:37-39;
Luke 1:32-33).

● Jehovah God is the Father to the Church (John 20:17;
Rom.1:7; 1Cor.1:3; 2Cor.1:2; Gal.1:4; Eph.1:2; Phil.1:2;
Col.1:2; 1Tim.1:2; Phil.1:3; 1Thess.1:1,3; 3:11,13;
2Thess.1:1-2; 2:16).

● The Church is the wife of the Lord Jesus purchased
with His own blood (John 3:29; 2Cor.11:2; Eph.5:22-28;
Rev.19:7-9; 21:9-10; 22:17).

● To the Gentiles from the Millennium the Lord Jesus is
King of kings and Lord of lords (Zech 14:9; Rev.15:4;
19:16; Ps.72:8-11).

● The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of the Father and the Spirit
of Christ the Son and he will dwell IN ALL believers
throughout eternity under the new covenant. He
indwells the Church (1Cor.3:16) and also individual
believers ( Rom.8:9; 1John 4:12,15).

● The Father and Son share the throne in eternity.

(Back to Table of Contents)
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● Maybe German Technology is the  Answer to Muslim Suicide Bombers? https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HnL-
7x4n4d8

● Scottish Free Church may stop doing weddings? http://www.wnd.com/2013/09/denomination-may-stop-weddings-
over-gay-marriage/

● Would you like a better idea of what the NSA is up to? http://www.mindmeister.com/326632176/national-security-
agency-operates-more-than-500-separate-signals-intelligence-platforms-employs-roughly-30-000-civilians-and-
military-budget-10-billion

(Back to Table of Contents)
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"It's too bad about Elijah, isn't it?

Somehow he just never learned to get
along with people that thought differently
than he did. It's embarrassing the way he
invited himself into king Ahab's court that
day, and declared a drought as if he had
the right to impose God's judgment on the
land. (I was there. I heard him say it.)

Three years and a half without rain!

He had no right, I don't care how he did it,
stopping the rain like that! He had no right
to destroy the national economy. And if
that wasn't enough, he then simply
disappeared! Not negotiating terms with
the king, he just up and vanished!. We
looked everywhere for him. Queen Jezebel was so angry
that she killed all the prophets she could find. Would have
gotten them all if I hadn't hid a few in caves.

The king was desperate over the drought and sent letters
to all the kings around us asking if they were hiding him.
He even made them swear that Elijah was not there.
Israel was just about finished, when he showed up again,
fit as a fiddle, and feisty as ever. 'Go tell the king to come
to meet me,' says he.

Ahab came and had some sharp words with him, but
Elijah never backed up an inch. He insulted the king for his
religious views, and then made him call the people
together for him to talk to them. No manners at all!

When the people gathered, he told them they were
doubleminded, and proposed a contest. Can you imagine
that? A contest? Between Baal and Jehovah? He knows
nothing about diplomacy and tact. Why does he have to
be so confrontational? He should have just sat down with
the grand poo-bah of Baal's priests and worked out some
sort of compromise. Not Elijah!!! Always demanding
things he says God wants done! Two bullocks! Wood for
the altar! Twelve barrels of water! (when water was so
scarce!!!) And then he made them pour it out, all over his
sacrifice and the wood and the altar.

There's neither rhyme nor reason in what he says or
does!!! Did you see how he treated the priests of Baal?
No respect for them at all! He mocked their god, 'He's
deaf! or busy talking to somebody, or gone hunting or on
a trip, or asleep!!! Wake him up!!!' The man has no
respect for others' beliefs!

I personally was disappointed in the prayer he prayed just
before the fire fell. For one thing it was too short, only 63
words, no dignity, too simple! Asking God to vindicate all
his actions! Then for him to pray so brazenly for revival!
Well! I don't know yet how he got that sacrifice of his to
catch fire so explosively, or how it could burn up the altar
of stone. There's some funny business there somewhere!

My stomach still hurts when I think how he manipulated
everybody to seize all the king's priests and prophets and
lead them down to the dry brook of Kishon and cut their
heads off. It was cruel and heartless. He should learn to
live and let live! Wasn't it enough that he'd embarrassed
them to death with his silly contest? Why did he have to
execute them?

I know, I know, everybody was so impressed with the fire,
and that he prayed on the brow of Mt. Carmel until that
tiny cloud came up out of the sea and made a storm that
nearly drowned us all. Yes, I know, it broke the drought,
and I can't explain it, or how he could run through the
storm all the way to Jezreel in front of the king's chariot.
The man's a mystery. One minute he is the people's hero,
and the next morning he's gone. No sign of him at all!
Strange man, Elijah.

And then after an absence of months and months, he
shows up the very day the king goes out to inspect
Naboth's vineyard! In some ways he is totally
unpredictable and in others, you just know exactly what
he is going to say and do. He marches to the beat of a
different drummer. He stepped out from behind a vine
and told the king off for acquiring Naboth's vineyard. He
even had the brass to predict the king's death, and that

E���-T����� - W������� O�� S������� !!! -
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dogs will lick his blood up in the very spot where Naboth's
had been spilled.

Poor old king Ahab was so traumatised by Elijah's attack
that he went to bed for a week and even started wearing
sackcloth and skipping meals and tip-toeing around the
palace. It's sad to see the ruler of a nation so rattled by
one old eccentric preacher.

When the king died after the battle, there was no sign of
Elijah. He didn't even send flowers to pay his respects!!! I
saw a number of the king's counsellors looking over their
shoulder. I guess they expected him to show up and make
a scene.

So now we have a new king, Ahab's son Ahaziah. It didn't
take long for Elijah to offend him. Ahaziah wasn't inclined
to ask the prophets of Jehovah for counsel. When he fell
and hurt himself he sent a messenger to Baalzebub, the
god of the Philistines, hoping for a promise of recovery.
Somehow Elijah got word, and met the messenger before
he hardly got out the gate and told him to go home with a
death sentence for king Ahaziah.

Can't he leave things alone? Why does he always have to
meddle? What business is it of his if somebody has
another religion? Why does he always think that
everything has to be so black and white? And if his
message for the king wasn't bad enough, he calls down
fire and kills a hundred of his soldiers who were sent out
to arrest him and bring him before the king!!! When he
did go to speak to the king, he told him he will die for not
worshipping Jehovah God.

Who does this Elijah think he is? Does he think God calls
men to go around shooting at everything that moves?
What's his problem that he is always so confrontational?
Doesn't he know that he'll get more flies with honey than
he will with vinegar? Does he think there's only one way
to God? Why doesn't he just lighten up and take a softer
approach to religion? If he would just join the minister's
fraternal, or at least the Old Boys Club in his own religion,
he would get on so much better. He's always opposed to
anything new or original. And when is he going to trade in
that old camel's hair suit of his? He ought to get a shave.
And his diet! Maybe that is why he is so cranky at
everybody! He needs to realise that his day has passed.

There's no room for preaching like that any more.
Confrontation is out and compromise is in. Somebody is
going to have to beard the lion and have a straight talk
with him. That's what we'll do. I know one of the sons of
the prophets down at Jericho, a nice soft lad. Somebody
said Elijah and Elisha, his new assistant, are down that
way wandering around.

When he comes back from his trip across the Jordan, we'll
have a talk with him. We'll show him the error of his
ways.

If he thinks he is God's Shooter, always going around
shooting the wounded, well, we will just wound the
shooter."

from Obadiah, Steward to Ahab, king of Israel

(Back to Table of Contents)
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